Solidarity Forever!

1. When the union’s inspiration through the workers’ blood shall run,

There can be no power greater anywhere beneath the sun.

Yet what force on earth is weaker than the feeble strength of one?

But the union makes us strong.

CHORUS:
Solidarity Forever!

Solidarity Forever!

Solidarity Forever!

For the union makes us strong.

2. They have taken untold millions that they never toiled to earn,

But without our brain and muscle not a single wheel could turn.

We can break their haughty power, gain our freedom when we learn

That the union makes us strong.

3. In our hands is placed a power greater than their hoarded gold,

Greater than the might of armies magnified a thousand fold.

We can bring to birth a new world from the ashes of the old,

For the union makes us strong.

4. We’re the women of the union and we’ve just begun to fight,

We have learned of women’s issues, we have learned of women’s rights,

We’re prepared to stand for freedom, we’re prepared to stand our ground,

Women make the union strong.

5. Through our sisters and our brothers, we can make our union strong,

For respect and equal value we have done without too long,

We no longer have to tolerate injustices and wrongs,

For the union makes us strong.

          “Solidarity Forever” is the most popular union song on the North American continent.  If a union member knows only one union song, it is almost sure to be this.  It has become, in effect, the anthem of the American labour movement.

           Ralph Chaplin, the famous poet, artist, writer, and organizer for the Industrial Workers of the World, wrote “Solidarity Forever” on January 17, 1915.  That day, while lying on the rug in his living room, he scribbled stanza after stanza.  The idea had come to him earlier while he was in West Virginia helping the coal miners in the great Kanawha Valley strike.  Little did he dream then that song would live on after all his other work was forgotten.

           Chaplin recalls:  “I wanted a song to be full of revolutionary fervor and to have a chorus that was singing and defiant.”  He achieved exactly this effect by combining his militant lyrics with the stirring Civil War tune of “John Brown’s Body.”

           Chaplin actually wrote six verses, but the three given here are the ones usually sung today.  The other verses are of historical interest but sound rather out-of –date to present-day union members.

           In order to return the song to its original length and to incorporate women’s issues, the final two verses have been added.  These verses are commonly known and sung by union women.

Adapted from :  Songs of Work and Protest

