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I was aware of the challenges we faced this year, participating as a union in the United Way. As a Union co-chair I am representing all union partners. Our position during the strategic rotational strike remains the same, supporting the campaign as we have in previous years. If political circumstances change, and a general strike is called, it is clear we would not participate for the duration of the action. 

Our focus is on our membership who access the services, agencies funded by the United Way. What happens to the single mother, the disabled, the elderly, the homeless, and other people in need who access the services? Some are our dues paying members. Can we afford to walk away? 

What happens to the services that will no longer be available because they didn't receive enough funding from the campaign? We cannot allow this to become an issue of not working collaboratively with management. Our local area managers are not the problem here. If we don't support the United Way campaign the only ones to lose will be our members and our communities. We as a union of social activists, advocates, supporting the United Way during these critical times speaks volumes. 

I understand the amount of work presidents face, I'm there on the lines side by side, as a strike co-ordinator for my own local. I am aware of the conflict with the current political situation that asks more from staff, from our members. 

For me there is no other decision. I deeply appreciate the extra effort it will take for people to participate in the fundraising. When I became an activist and a union representative twenty years ago, a term member approached me for help - an abused woman, silent until that day. It changed her life, but it also changed mine. Through the United Way agencies and a tough union representative she was given a new start on life. I will never forget. Nor can I walk away today. I ask for all of us to reflect and reconsider. 

In Solidarity

Frances Russo 

