The Chesswood Site Picket


Monday, September 10, 2001 Report





The picket was raised at 6:15 a.m.  We were armed with a Boom Box; the CD - "On The Line with Bob Froese"; educational materials; a petition; &, a sheet on which to record everyone's creative ideas from our on-the-picketline  "Let's Tell the MP Shuffle-Dance Workshop."





The picket crew was the largest to date.  In addition to CEIU Local 548 members, many members from other locals were on hand to ensure that we met our objective for today.





Today, the objective was to send, via our local Federal Executive, a.k.a. The Director, a strong and clear message to Treasury Board and to the Federal Government Politicians who take public servants for granted.  Some of these decision-makers have made public statements that, 





whereas Members of Parliament deserve a hefty raise of 20.6%, public servants who are the backbone of the public service, are not worthy of more than 2%; and, 





whereas government executives, who come and go every two years or so, deserve 8.7% raises, public servants who have devoted their life's work to their clients and their communities, are not worthy of more than 2%.





Today, the picket crew dug in its heels. It refused to let the designated workers cross the picket line other than at a very, very slow rate. When designated workers arrived, large numbers of picketers surrounded them and spirited them away, releasing one or another, only as they saw fit.  The designated workers who have the most Front-End expertise were released only between 10:00 and 11:15 a.m.  This effectively crippled the Front-End Operation, where large numbers of irritated clients took out their frustrations on the Insurance Manager. 





Today, Chesswood's Executive and our non-unionized managers saw how essential public servants are to the delivery of service.  They experienced how valuable public servants are to the smooth functioning of the Front End Operation.   They had a taste of the delicate interpersonal "client/public servant" interactions that take place on a daily basis in the Front End.  They gained an appreciation of how difficult, stressful, and important is the work of a backbone public servant.





Federal Union workers are proud of the contributions we make in our communities; and we are proud of the service we provide to clients and to this country.  We know that the work that we do is respectable, valuable, and honourable.  We, through today's picket, send, via Chesswood's Federal Executive, a reminder to Treasury Board and to all elected Federal Officials:  





"Do what is honourable;


pay your public servants a respectable wage."


