PSAC President Nycole Turmel addresses the members

Nycole Turmel’s address is posted, in its entirety, posted at 

http://www.psac.com/CB/Bargaining_2000/PSAC_TB/Mobilization/strike/NT-to-members2-e.htm
The following is an excerpt:

We’re not asking for a 20% raise like MPs got. But as we told the Liberal caucus in a letter to them yesterday, here are six reasons why 5, 5 and 5 is fair.

1- First, the cost of living has increased, and we’ve lost purchasing power over the past ten years.

2- Providing a fair increase would cost just 0.6% of the government’s 15 billion dollar surplus. The difference between the employer’s offer and a fair increase is 11 cents per week for the average taxpayer.

3- Third, wage increases in the public and private sector are well over the 2% to 2.5% being offered by the government.

4- The government cut 55,000 people and increased the services you provide to the Canadian public. That means your productivity has gone right up, and it deserves to be compensated.

5- Fifth, we want a fair increase for all our members, regardless of your occupation in the government. The government is trying to make you pay for the huge increases in parts of the government: 20% for MPs, 11.2% for judges, 8.7% for senior management, and the list goes on.

6- We agreed to a one-year contract because the government agreed it would implement a fair and universal classification system and wage structure. The promise has turned into illusion, and we’re being asked to pay the price.

So today, from St. John’s to Chicoutimi.

From Ste-Catherines to Inuvik.

From St. Boniface to Victoria.

From Toronto to Saskatoon.

From Québec City to Whitehorse.

We’re out on the line and in the streets, and we’re stronger than ever.

We’re saying NO to the government’s offer of 2%

NO to 2.5%, and 

YES to 5%
